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DETAINMENT OF PAROLE VIOLATORS 
 
PROBLEM 
When a parolee violates a term or condition of their parole, that parolee must be incarcerated in the 
city or county where the arrest occurred while he/she awaits a parole violation hearing.  Even though 
these parole violators are the responsibility of the state, the county bears the cost of their 
incarceration. The total number of parole violators and state readies in our local county jail facilities 
as of September 28, 2017 is 1,704. That is on average 10% of our jail population at any given time is 
parole violators and state readies.  
 
New York State counties incur substantial costs to construct and maintain jail facilities for inmate 
populations in accordance with standards set by the New York State Commission of Correction. The 
incarceration of parole violators in county jails is an unfunded State mandate on counties. In the 
2009-10 State Budget, the State eliminated reimbursements to counties for the cost of housing parole 
violators in county jails. Counties are mandated to pay for medical, hospital and dental expenses of 
parole violators incarcerated in county jails. The sheriff’s department also incurs expenses for 
transport costs of parole violators and court appearances. 
 

2018-19 EXECUTIVE BUDGET PROPOSAL 
The Executive Budget proposal includes language to amend the correction law that currently provides 
for reimbursement to counties for both travel costs and a portion of salary costs for the transportation 
of state ready inmates. This legislation would eliminate reimbursements related to personal service 
costs, however the Department of Corrections and Community Supervision would continue to 
reimburse transportation costs. 
  
We ask the legislature to reject this proposal and recommend that the state transfer parole violators 
held in counties jails within ten days to a state facility, and pay reimbursement to counties for any 
costs they incur for housing state parole violators after 10 days in a local jail. 
 

2018-19 LEGISLATURE’S BUDGET PROPOSAL 
The Assembly’s accepts the Executive Budget proposal to eliminate reimbursements related to 
personal service costs, however the Department of Corrections and Community Supervision would 
continue to reimburse transportation costs. 
 
The Senate rejects the Executive Budget proposal to eliminate reimbursements related to personal 
service costs, however the Department of Corrections and Community Supervision would continue to 
reimburse transportation costs. 
 

COUNTY SOLUTION 
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We ask the legislature to reject this proposal and recommend that the state transfer parole violators 
held in county jails within ten days to a state facility, and pay reimbursement to counties for any costs 
they incur for housing state parole violators after 10 days in a local jail. 
 
The financial burden on counties stands to be significantly alleviated as DOCCS would take 
on the cost of detainment. Overall, detainment of parole violators will be more efficient and cost 
effective, as it is generally more expensive to detain prisoners in county correctional facilities than in 
state facilities. 
 
 
 
 

For more information on the county position regarding this issue, visit www.nysac.org 
or call 518-465-1473 to speak to Katie Hohman, Legislative Director. 
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